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she perceived that she could he of aid to the govern-
ment in its policies; and still less often did Eugenie
utilize the power which came from her intercourse
with the Emperor. I may say, nevertheless, that
on more than one occasion, the Empress was thus
able to be of benefit to France and when this was
possible, she did not let the occasion slip unutilized.
Prince and Princess Metternich were perhaps the
most talked-of members of the diplomatic corps of
the Second Empire. The Prince was an important
personality, owing much of this importance to the
fact that he was a special friend of the Emperor
Francis Joseph and the son of the celebrated chan-
cellor. He was a handsome man, with courteous and
attractive manners, very well adapted to restore
kindly relations between two nations which had just
been warring together; for Prince Metternich came
to Paris immediately after the campaign of 1859.
Napoleon requested that.he be given the mission to
Paris, as he had formerly known the Prince and
had met him again at Villafranca, He was well ac-
quainted with Paris society and rapidly gained a
firm position at the Tuileries, where he soon became
a very good friend of the Empress. He showed
himself to be a most assiduous diplomat and though
apt to be, perhaps, all things to all men, was persona,
grata everywhere. That he had too strong an in-
fluence over the Emperor at the moment of the fall
of the Archduke Maximilian and very nearly suc-
ceeded in getting him into a compromising position
in this connection, there can now be no doubt. In
1866, he naturally strove to secure the intervention
of the Emperor in favor of Austria, but his council
was not listened to. In 1870, he did valuable service
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